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 Marketing Group Update 

 Activities 
 
 Marketing and Communication Plan 

has been completed 
 
 Generic Presentation has been 

completed– comments from members are 
invited 

 
 Web Site Development – design of the 

web site has been completed and will be 
populated over the next few weeks 

 
 Marketing Barometer Questionnaire 

has been prepared and will be issued to 
members. More quantitative data is 
required for the industry 
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 Web Site Development – site map (1) 

 Home Page – a general introduction to the WEI 
 
Wood Preservation: 
Why protect softwood 
 The benefits of pre treatment 
 EN Standards 
 Risk and consequences of failure 
 Preservative types and processes 
 How to specify 
 Recycling and disposal 

 
 Quality: 
 Reasons for quality products 
 National Quality Regimes and Industry 

Standards 
 

 Environmental: 
 Responsibilities of treaters 
 Responsibilities of preservative 

manufacturers 
 Law and regulations in each country 
 Environmental benefits and LCA 
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 Web Site Development  - site map 
(contd) 

 Membership: 
Who can join and how to join 
 Recruitment package 

 
 Members Portal: 
 Full list of members 
 Photographs and videos 
 Downloads: WEI material, generic 

presentation, newsletters, congress 
presentations, LCA etc 
 Questionnaires and their results 

 
 Interesting Links: 
 Links to members 
 Links to trade associations in each country 
 Links to trade and regulatory bodies 
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Why protect softwood timbers? 
The benefits of pre treatment EN 
Standards 
Risk and consequences of failure 
Preservative types and processes 
How to specify 
Re-use, recycling and disposal 
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strength and versatility. It is also our best environmental choice for construction projects. 

The Beauty of Wood 
Wood is our most valuable natural 

material. It has a built-in beauty and 

warmth, with an inherent strength 

and versatility. It is also our best 

environmental choice for construction 

projects. Trees grow naturally 

absorbing harmful CO2 from the 

atmosphere and converting it into the 

oxygen we breathe. The absorbed 

carbon is locked away for the life of 

the tree and within any harvested 

timbers and timber products. 

Added to this, the commercial forests 

in Europe are responsibly managed, 

replanting more trees than we 

harvest. In fact European forests are 

expanding by around 5000 square 

kilometres each year. Every time you 

use wood you are helping to save our 

planet. 

Making the Most of Wood 
Harvested timbers can be used in so 

many construction environments, 

enhancing projects with its natural 

features. But to make the most of 

the wood that we harvest it will need 

protection to help extend its service 

life and make it safe to use in some 

situations. 

The European wood protection 

industry has developed tried and 

tested treatment technologies for the 

preservative and fire protection of a 

wide range of commercial softwood 

species. Different species with 

different natural features and 

different requirements in terms of 

protection. 

Preservative Protection 
Harvested softwoods are immediately 

open to attack by a wide range of 

organisms that can seriously affect 

its appearance, its strength and its 

long term performance as a 

construction material. 

Surface moulds and stains can 

disfigure freshly sawn timbers 

making them unsightly and greatly 

reduce their commercial value. 

Insects and decaying fungi will feed 

on the unprotected core of timbers, 

destroying its physical structure and 

reducing its long term performance. 

Depending upon the timbers eventual 

end use, targeted wood preservatives 

and application technologies will 

reduce or negate these risks allowing 

protected timbers to be specified and 

used with real confidence. 

If used unprotected, timbers can 

quickly lose their beauty, value and 

physical structure, making wood an 

unsure construction choice. 

Fire Protection 
Fire can attack and destroy any 

building material and, in the worst 

situations, quickly take lives. 

In a fire situation proven fire 

retardant treatments for timber can 

reduce its rate of ignition, the surface 

spread of flame and the generation of 

smoke - the main threat to life in a 

fire. They allow people more time to 

get to safety and more chance for the 

structure of a building to be saved. 

Local building regulations will 

determine when a fire protection is 

required for construction timbers. If 

required it is vital to specify and 

deliver the correct treatment and 

allow timber components to stand up 

to the test, when required. 

WEI © 2015 | Privacy Policy 

HOME WOOD 

PRESERVATION 
QUALITY ENVIRONMENT MEMBERSHIP MEMBERS 

PORTAL 

INTERESTING 

LINKS 
CONTACT 

 
HOME | WOOD PRESERVATION | Why protect softwood timbers? 

Why protect softwood timbers? 



Preservation 

Within Europe there are recognised 

industry standards relating to the 

preservative protection of timber. 

Some relate to the development and 

testing of wood preservative products 

to make sure they are effective in 

extending timbers service life. Some 

relate to the end use of the treated 

timbers which will affect the type and 

level of treatment required. Some 

relate to the actual treatment 

procedures, helping to ensure high 

quality treatment results and high 

performance treated timbers. 

Across Europe there are different 

regional authorities that work with 

the timber protection industry to 

interpret and implement these 

standards. For instance the NTR 

covers Scandinavian markets, the 

FCBA is the regulatory authority in 

France and recognised in many 

western European markets and the 

Wood Protection Association works 

with the British Standards Institute in 

the UK to advise and provide an 

industry code of practice. 

The regional standards will differ as 

certain species are more prevalent in 

certain markets and require different 

approaches to achieve effective 

preservation results. 

One common approach 

throughout the markets is a 

move towards ‘results’ based 

treatments rather than results 

previously based on ‘treatment 

process’ parameters. 

Achieving the Best 
Result 

To meet this ‘results’ based 

approach, there are 5 general 

considerations in providing quality 

5. Treated timber use 

Just like any product preservative 

treated timbers need to be used and 

installed correctly to perform at their 

best. For instance, timbers are 

generally preservative treated in 

their final form but installation can 

mean cutting or notching on-site. 

These actions need to be carried out 

correctly and the exposed untreated 

areas protected by recognised brush- 

on end grain preservative products to 

maintain the integrity of the 

preservative system. 

Fire protection 

Within Europe the main standard 

relating to the fire protection of 

construction materials is EN 13501-1 

which allows compliance with both 

national standards and the 

Construction Products Regulation. 

The fire performance of wood and 

wood based panels is highly species 

specific, with different species 

requiring different chemical 

retentions to achieve the same level 

of fire protection. 

The standard requires fire retardant 

treatments for timbers that are to be 

used in permanent construction to 

meet either Euroclass B or C 

performance classification depending 

upon their area of use within a 

building. These requirements call for 

species specific independent testing 

of fire retardant treatments to give 

individual Classification Reports. 

These should cover four particular 

requirements: the timber species; 

the thickness of the timber; whether 

there will be an air gap behind the 

timber; and the nature of any 

backing materials. 

There are also 3 main types of fire 

Quality of Application 

If fire retardant treatments are 

required for new timbers going into a 

building then an effective choice is 

industrially applied pressure 

impregnation treatments. The 

timbers or panel products are given a 

measured, controlled, highly effective 

and permanent built-in protection 

through proven treatments processes 

that provide assured protection to all 

areas of the component. 

Fire has the highest level of 

attestation in Europe and a supplier 

of fire retardant pre-treated timbers 

must have an independently audited 

factory production control system in 

place, in accordance with ISO 9001, 

the international standard for quality 

management systems. 

Fire retardant coating products are 

also available for either factory or 

on-site application. If these types of 

treatments are to be used then 

assurance should be gained on the 

correct level of coating applied and 

its effectiveness. Factory applied 

systems can generally offer this 

assurance more so than on-site 

applied products. 

Durability and 
Maintenance 

When specifying you need to be 

assured that the fire retardant 
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