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Homo erectus wooden 
shelter, Chichubi, Japan –
500,000 years old



UN Sustainable Development Goals 2015

• to ensure sustainable consumption and production 
patterns

• to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable 

• to protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and biodiversity loss



Popular perceptions – wood is wood
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The Amazon 2019

• Over 80,000 fires

• Most started deliberately

• 2,927 square kilometers of forest  
destroyed 



• Unsustainable logging causes significant ecological damage to the Amazon 
forests and gaps caused by tree felling increase incidence and severity of plant 
disease outbreaks and fire. 
Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies

• Countries like the UK spend small sums on overseas conservation, then 
promote billions of dollars worth of trade in beef, soy, timber and other 
products that undermine Amazon protection efforts.  
As consumers, think twice before buying Brazilian products unless certified by 
groups such as Rainforest Alliance. 
The Guardian newspaper

• Bolsonaro has repeatedly said he believes Brazil should open the Amazon up   
to allow mining, agricultural and logging companies to exploit its natural 
resources. 
NBC



Greta Thunberg, 16

• “We need to get angry about 
the climate crisis and 
transform that anger into 
action”

• 2.9 Instagram and 1.2 million 
Twitter followers



Indonesia – 2016-2018 
78,000 FLEGT Licences
issued, €2 billion worth of 
exports to the EU





EU-China Bilateral Coordination Mechanism



Young voices for 
FLEGT 

• Citra Hartati Indonesia, “FLEGT  
offers opportunities to share best  
practice to improve forestry 
performance” 

• Douglas Membreńo, Honduras, 
“Our FLEGT VPA offers great 
opportunity to establish truly 
effective forest governance”

• Kodi Adu Gyamfi, “Ghana’s FLEGT 
VPA  consolidates good forest 
practice through accountability 
and transparency”



David Hopkins, UK 
TTF

“The forest that pays is 
the forest that stays”



Tall timber Buildings

• Treet 2,000 tonnes of CO2 
stored

• HoHo 24 storeys

• Dalston Lane, 4,700 tonnes
of CLT



Michael Green, MGA 
Architects, Canada 

“Engineered wood gives 
architects the first 
legitimate reason to  
revisit what the future of 
building looks like and 
can revolutionise
construction globally”



France – Pour moi, c’est
le bois

• €10 million campaign over 
three years



ADIVbois

•Multi-storey exemplar 
timber buildings in every 
region of France



Austria – Pro:Holz

Wieder was gelernt.

Durch den Footprint betrachtet :

Kein Wald bindet so viel CO2  

wie ein bewirtschafteter Wald.

• Woodbox

• Holz ist Genial



AHEC – Tulipwood 
CLT showcases

• The Endless Stair, dRMM
Architects

• Multiply, Waugh Thistleton
Architects

• Engineers, Arup



AHEC red oak 
campaign

• 1 m3 of red oak grows in 
the vast US hardwood 
forest every 0.57 seconds



STTC & Fair and 
Precious

Working together to develop the 
European market for verified 
sustainable tropical timber and drive 
uptake of sustainable forest 
management in tropical countries



UK TTF Timber 
Transformer FLEGT 
Exhibition 

• Three month exhibition on 
Indonesia’s journey through its FLEGT 
VPA

• Stressing FLEGT’s social, economic 
and environmental benefits

• Hundreds of visitors



‘We’ve been 
through stone, 
bronze and iron 
ages. More 
recently we’ve 
had the 
concrete, steel, 
glass and plastic 
age. Now is 
time for the 
wood age’
CEI-Bois

• 300m, 80-storey 
London timber tower 
proposed by    
Cambridge University 
Department of 
Architecture,  PLP 
Architecture and 
engineers Smith and 
Wallwork


